
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      May 14, 2017 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 104 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, sometimes when I pay attention to my own 

interior life I encounter a stream of chatter made up of personal 
attacks.  The subject matter can and does change, but the feeling-
tone remains fairly constant.  The chatter is derogatory and 
demeaning, belittling and deprecating, like someone is criticizing 
and harassing me.  Occasionally, this chatter gets very intense, as 
if someone is hating me, or detesting me, abhorring me.  This 
chatter can be evoked by things I do, and by things I say, think, or 
feel.  The intensity often seems excessive given the reality of what 
evokes it.  I often believe the chatter, especially its feeling-tone, 
which takes me to a place of looking upon myself as despicable.  
The chatter is distressing, so I shrink from it by retreating into 
what will distract me.  As a result, I do not look at the chatter, at 
what it actually is.  Even though the chatter is within me, it is 
actually someone else’s thoughts and opinions about me from my 
youth, which I have internalized.  The chatter tells me nothing 
about me, but a lot about whoever voiced it to me.  It is difficult 
to take seriously and apply this view of the chatter, especially 
when the chatter seems so justified. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 14:1-14 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 483 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 332 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY  1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for May 21, 2017 
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Plan to stay, and bring some 
food to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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EASTER 
If we focus on the aspect of God we call the Second Person 
of the Trinity, or Christ, what comes into view is the work 
God does of disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling 
and divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we 
are expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, 
and who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. God is constantly doing this work in us, and 
Easter is the realization that this work which God is and 
does is irrepressible. The experience of Easter is an 
extension of the experiences that are highlighted in the 
earlier parts of the Church Year: namely, that we have 
been introduced to elements of our personality which we 
have not been eager to embrace, and in fact have been 
active in rejecting, and yet they have repeatedly been 
returned to our awareness in the face of our repeated 
dismissal of them. Easter is the event of our “knowing” 
this divulging to be irrepressible, of understanding 
intuitively and empathically that the elements of our 
personality that keep being reintroduced to us are not 
only ours, but that God intends them to remain, because 
they reveal something essential about the person we are, 
something we need to assimilate in order to possess the 
fullest life feasible for us.  In the Church Year, Easter is a 
Season. That means that Easter is a period of time, one in 
which things about our life which we have not wanted are 
slowly owned as part of who we are, and we come to 
realize that they are realities to be explored. 
 
 
 

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


 
Fifth Sunday of Easter [John 14:1-14] 

 Today’s text is commonly read at funerals, so it is difficult to 
hear the words in it and not associate them with funerals and what 
happens after we die. However, we are going to interpret this text 
as describing something that happens in us while we are alive. To 
do this, we will elaborate and expand the Greek words. 

The first sentence [“Do not let your hearts be troubled.”] can be 
elaborated as follows: “Do not let the state of your life agitate your 
thoughts and feelings so much that the dregs, the sediment, the 
least valuable, most undesirable and worthless elements of your 
life get all stirred up.” What would the phrase “…the dregs, the 
sediment, the least valuable, most undesirable and worthless 
elements, of your life…” refer to? Using contemporary language, 
the phrase refers to thoughts/feelings that we would label “self-
hating thoughts.” Self-hating thoughts usually enter our awareness 
as thoughts, but these thoughts are heavily laced with feelings that 
are derogatory, demeaning and disparaging. Examples of self-
hating thoughts would be anything that communicates to us that 
we are “stupid, bad, a waste, foolish, a disappointment, a mistake, 
worthless, lazy, evil, inadequate, unsatisfactory…and so on, 
escalating from mostly benign assessments to outright malignant 
criticisms. Self-hating thoughts come from someone in our past, 
and are that person’s opinion of us, of something we said or did. 
They tell us a great deal about the person who gave them to us, 
their values, biases, conflicts, and wounds. They tell us nothing 
about ourselves. However, self-hating thoughts have been 
internalized by all of us, and whenever we are troubled about our 
life, for whatever reason, and especially when we are tired or 
weary, these thoughts can come to the foreground of our mind, 
where we tend to think of them as facts, as truths about us. Self-
hating thoughts shut us down; they stifle and constrict our life, 
which is generally what they were intended to do when given to us. 
They have no value apart from informing us about the environment 
in which we grew up.  
 The times we are the most vulnerable to self-hating thoughts 
are the times when the stresses of life disrupt us, cause us to 

question our place and value in life, and lead us to believe we are a 
“nobody” and valueless; we feel apart from God. The Greek says: 
“You trust God, trust me.” In our thought-world, the “me” would 
refer to the way God inhabits our life and the work God does within 
us. We will unpack the third sentence, “In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling places,” to describe the work done within us. The 
word “house” can be translated as “residence, abode and family” 
…in the family of the One who parents us [God], there are many 
“dwelling places” [the word literally means “a staying,” and can 
refer to the act of staying or the place where one stays, a residence] 
…in the family of the One who parents us there are many ways of 
staying/residing. The idea that is presented here is that in God’s 
family there is wide latitude as to who is included, the implication 
being that we are included even if we feel we aren’t. And then to 
make that more personal the Greek goes on: “If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? Or. 
Alternately, “If it were not so I would have told you; for I go to 
prepare a place for you.” In these sentences, the word translated as 
“go” is a word meaning “traverse,” meaning “travel across or 
through, or move back and forth.” The word translated as “prepare” 
means “prepare,” and this particular word refers to “internal 
fitness.” The word translated as “place” means “a spot [with limited 
occupancy].” The way God inhabits our life is by traveling through 
our life, moving back and forth within it, preparing us internally to 
inhabit the particular/specific place in the family of God that is ours. 
God moves back and forth through our life, comes and goes in our 
awareness, and always “comes again,” [this phrase means “anew,” 
or “back,” or “once more,” and implies “oscillatory repetition”]. God 
is repeatedly moving back and forth in our life in an effort to prepare 
our own interior so we can grasp [comprehend] our particular place 
and value in God’s family. By moving through our life in this way, 
God keeps near to us and constantly associates with us. So, when 
life is distressing and upsetting, and we begin to question our place 
in and value to the family of God—trust God; that is, trust this work 
God does to make clear to us the specific place and value that is ours 
in the family of God. Let self-hating thoughts be what they are—
someone else’s derogatory opinion of us—and instead of being 



absorbed by them, give attention to the work God does within to 
disclose to us the place and value that is ours. 

According to the Greek, we know this internal work which God 
does. God is known to us as the accepting and welcoming presence 
within, which encourages us to appreciate what is true of us, 
teaches us to recognize the quality and significance of the different 
components of our personality, and to value their contribution to 
our own life and all of life. It is this work to which God’s moving in 
our life is seeking to connect us. Our seeking to cooperate with this 
work is the way we connect to God. Approaching our lives in this 
manner is the “way” to uncovering and discovering the “truth” 
about our “life” and participating in the vitality that is ours. 
Knowing the truth about our life is something we are owed or are 
due, and we are strongly encouraged to ask for it, in the sense of 
demand it. Maturing in our religious life involves learning to discern 
when the thoughts and feelings that enter our awareness are about 
us and are therefore things to be explored and mined for the riches 
they contain, and when they are self-hating thoughts which tell us 
nothing about who we are, and are designed to make us shrink, 
conform, and even disappear. 

So, when our hearts are troubled by the self-hating thoughts 
that question our place and value in life, we are encouraged to 
demand that we know the truth about our place and value, 
something that is delivered to us as the capacity to discern a self-
hating thought as just that…a self-hating thought we received from 
some else which has nothing to do with the truth of who we are. 

     [Jim Robie, 5-12-17, Cycle A., John 14:1-14] 
 


